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Editorial: Violence knows no party 


Kokomo Tribune Editorial Board 
Taken together, two attacks on lawmakers of different parties exemplify a 


single fact: Violence against democracy knows no political party. 


On the morning of Jan. 8, 2011, Arizona's then Democratic Rep. Gabrielle 
Giffords was holding a “Congress on Your Corner” event in the parking lot 
of a Safeway grocery story in Casas Adobes, Arizona, just outside of Tucson. 
Suddenly, a 22-year-old local man, Jared Lee Loughner, pointed a 9mm 
Glock 19 pistol at Giffords' head and fired. Amazingly, she survived. But, in 
an instant, six people, including federal judge John Roll, were dead and a 
dozen more were injured. Loughner was arrested and later sentenced to life 


in prison. 
Wednesday saw yet another gunman take aim at lawmakers. 


“A rifle-wielding attacker opened fire on Republican lawmakers at a 
congressional baseball practice Wednesday, wounding House GOP Whip 
Steve Scalise of Louisiana and several others as congressmen and aides 
dove for cover. The assailant, prepared with ‘a lot of ammo,’ fought a gun 
battle with police before he, too, was shot and later died,” reported The 


Associated Press’ Erica Werner and Chad Day. “The shooter was identified 


as James T. Hodgkinson, a 66-year-old home inspector from Illinois who had 
several minor run-ins with the law in recent years and belonged to a 


Facebook group called “Terminate the Republican Party.’” 


In the wake of Giffords’ shooting, some of the left chose to politicize the 
moment, pointing to the white-hot rhetoric directed at President Barack 
Obama. Similarly, even as victims clung to life in the hospital, some on the 
right wasted no time in pointing to the fevered opposition to President 


Donald Trump as the culprit. 


These are hideous, specious arguments no matter who makes them. In both 
cases, unhinged men with guns ambushed sitting lawmakers. The political 
persuasions of these people were irrelevant. Unstable folks with access to 
firearms populate both ends of the political spectrum. If and when 
something like this happens again, don’t make a fool of yourself by 


conveniently forgetting this fact. 


